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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 5, 1985 
Select ;__ 
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University junior and Flossmoor native 
Michael Ashack credits his high school baseball team for his success as Eastern•s 
student Board of Governors of State Colleges and Universities, Representative. 
11 Homewood-Flossmoor baseball sparked my interest in student government 
because it taught me a lot about competitive leadership, 11 Ashack said, referring 
to the state tournament team he played on prior to graduating in 1983. 
Ashack serves as one of five non-voting student members on the BOG, 
the state board which governs Eastern and four other state universities. 
Eastern President Stanley Rives said 11 Mike is very conscientious 
in preparing for the monthly board meetings. 11 Ashack and the university president 
meet prior to discuss the meeting agenda. 
11 We mainly discuss what issues will effect Eastern and of course discuss 
which issues will directly effect the students, 11 Ashack said. 11 This helps 
me better represent the student views at the BOG meeting. 11 
The junior political science major was elected to the position during 
last spring•s student government election and took office July 1. 
11Although we are currently underfunded, we are the most cost-effective 
university in the system and we also provide a quality education. That makes 
me feel good to represent Eastern, 11 Ashack added. 
The Eastern student government constitution gives the student BOG representa-
tive a great deal of freedom with duties and responsibilities. This allows 
the student representative to set a lot of his own goals. 
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Add 1 
One of the major projects Ashack has been working on behalf of the 
student body is the reinstatement of a one-day fall break. The break was 
eliminated one year ago and Ashack has spearheaded an effort to obtain it for 
next year. 
''Over 5,400 student signatures were obtained in support of our effort," 
Ashack said. Now efforts are being concentrated on the Eastern faculty for 
support. 
Another project high on his list for this year is to get legislation 
passed that would allow for one voting student member on the BOG. A measure 
allowing this passed the Illinois House of Representatives last summer, but 
failed in the Senate. Ashack said he would like to see the legislation pass 
because, "then the public would be able to see the students' opinions in print." 
Although things have gone well for Ashack during his first term, he 
is uncertain what he will do next year. Even with student government elections 
over five months away, some students feel Ashack may run for Student Body 
President. 
Mike is active in a number of campus organizations including: Pi Kappa 
Alpha social fraternity; Model United Nations; and Model Illinois Government. 
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caption 
Michael Ashack, left, and Dr. Stanley Rives, president of Eastern Illinois 
University, confer at a Board of Governors' meeting. 
